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Oklahoma City (January)--  Teachers who reach into their pockets to help equip state classrooms could have some of that money returned to them under a proposal put forward by state Representative John Trebilcock, R-Broken Arrow.

 

     Trebilcock suggests public school teachers be allowed a tax credit of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) a year for the purchase of classroom materials. 

 

    "There has been a lot of talk lately about 'merit pay.'  Frankly, I can't think of a better definition of 'merit' than someone who someone who spends their own money educating someone else's kids," says Trebilcock.

 

      Trebilcock's proposal would allow for a tax credit for the cost of materials, equipment, or supplies used in a classroom of a public school if the cost was "not refunded or reimbursed from any other source."  The measure stipulates that the Oklahoma Tax Commission could set requirements to verify expenditures.

 

      Trebilcock, a former high school teacher, says he knows firsthand the amount of expenses teachers incur in the classroom.  "Estimates show most teachers spend between $500 and $1,000 each year on supplemental school supplies," he said.  "Our teachers regularly spend money on children whose families can't buy supplies.  When times are tight, it is our teachers who pick up the slack for things like paper and ink cartridges."

 

     "This is a conservative, common sense proposal," claims Trebilcock.  "It gets money directly to our students. By bypassing the bureaucracy, it puts more dollars directly in the classroom.

 

     Teachers can deduct as much as $250.00 in out of pocket expenses from their federal taxes.  Despite several attempts in recent years, teachers cannot deduct any of those expenses from state taxes.

 

     "Perhaps if more of our legislative leaders had spent time in our classrooms, we would have more success passing common sense measures such as this." Trebilcock says. "With our teacher pay lagging behind the rest of the nation, its asking too much to expect them to pay out of their pocket for our students' education.

 

     The call to assist classroom teachers with a tax credit echoed across party lines today as a Democratic state representative endorsed the Republican-sponsored measure.


     State Rep. Joe Dorman, D-Rush Springs, challenged his colleagues in both parties to look at a proposal authored by state Rep. John Trebilcock, R-Broken Arrow.


     “This is one of those issues that is not Democratic or Republican,” said Dorman.  “Party lines and political agendas do not determine if a child has a great teacher willing to sacrifice his or her own money to assist in educating the kids in a classroom.”


     Dorman’s mother was a special-needs teaching assistant for several years in Grady County and Stephens County.  The budget shortfalls the state faced in 2003 led to her retirement. 


     “We hear about ideas such as this in campaigns year after year, but no one steps up to push legislation like this that truly benefit the middle class,” said Dorman.  “Wages for teachers in Oklahoma remain near the bottom by of national rankings and we have to do something to keep those teachers in our great state educating our children.  I applaud Representative Trebilcock for promoting this issue this session and look forward to working with him.”


     Figures from the State Department of Education in January 2008 show there are approximately 284 charter school teachers; 44 family consumer science teachers;  33,627 district-wide teachers; 21,569 elementary school teachers; 1,472 junior high teachers; 5,787 middle school teachers; 11, 146 senior high teachers and 1,310 special education teachers in Oklahoma.
     

     “This tax credit can easily be funded with this year’s growth revenue,” said Dorman, the senior legislative member of the House Revenue and Taxation Committee.  “We need to prioritize these dollars and send them where they will truly make a difference.”
    

     Early estimates show the state will have $30 million more to spend than last year’s appropriations.  
 

     “There are many fiscal needs to address here in Oklahoma, such as roads, prisons and health care,” said Dorman.  “But this idea is one that should not be left out.  Teachers are public servants that often spend their hard-earned dollars and never expect to get anything in return except turning out students who are well-prepared and eager to learn.  We can afford to help them recoup some of the money they spend to better educate the children in their communities.”
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