Dorman Resolution Proclaims Suicide Prevention Week

OKLAHOMA CITY – (May 3, 2007)— With four suicides taking place every three days in Oklahoma, state Rep. Joe Dorman introduced a resolution with the hope of decreasing suicide cases and educating citizens on prevention throughout the state.

The House passed House Resolution 1025 today proclaiming the first week in May as Suicide Prevention Week.

“Suicide is a major problem among our young Oklahomans, and it is time we begin putting our best efforts toward prevention and education on this tragedy,” said Dorman. “The truly sad part is that suicide is so preventable. We need to continue to search for ways to educate our parents, our school teachers and especially our students on the warning signs and the available options.”

Carri Perrier, Ms. Oklahoma City 2007, brought the issue to Dorman and worked with him on the resolution. She has been speaking to groups and working to educate citizens about suicide for some time, Dorman said. 

Oklahoma ranks 14th in the nation with 14.4 suicides out of every 100,000 people, which is 12 percent higher than the national average. On average, 445 Oklahomans commit suicide each year.

The Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse has reported that 13 suicides are attempted every two days in the state. In 2004, there were 2,380 people hospitalized in our state as a result of an attempted suicide.

Oklahoma teenagers are far more likely to commit suicide than adults. While suicide in general was the 10th leading cause of death from 1999 to 2004 in the state, it was the second leading cause of death among teenagers during the same time period.


Dorman praised the both the Oklahoma Youth Suicide Prevention Council and the State Team On the Prevention of Suicide (STOPS) for their work to prevent and reduce suicide by training gatekeepers, improving referral networks, and developing state and community infrastructures to effectively address suicide and the problems related to suicide.

However, he said, more can be done.

“Sometimes it is easy to sit here at the Capitol and focus all of our energy on criminal laws and economic issues, but is anything really more important than the life of our children?”

 
