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Dorman to File Legislation Protecting County Extension Funds from Diversion 

     OKLAHOMA CITY (June 20, 2007) – Because of recent attempts to divert funding, State Rep. Joe Dorman said he will file legislation next year to guarantee that state appropriations for county extension services and the agricultural experiment station reach the intended recipients.
     “I want to ensure that the full appropriation reaches those services every year without risk of diversion by another entity,” said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. “Unfortunately, it has become clear we cannot guarantee that money appropriated for county extension and the experiment station will actually make it to those programs if we allow the Regents to have a say.”
     County extension offices provide a wide array of services to county residents, including research-based information on agriculture, economic development, family and consumer sciences, and youth development to provide for better living in Oklahoma. The agricultural experimental station, as provided by the Hatch Act of 1887, provides a network of stations through the United States to assist in developing our country into the most effective and efficient producers of food and fiber in the world.
     Currently, funding for extension offices and the experimental station is run through the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education following appropriations by the legislature. These appropriations can only express how the intent of the legislature would like to see the dollars spent. The Regents for Higher Education are responsible for the expenditure as a constitutional entity to the various entities around the state.
     Dorman's legislation will instead run extension office funds through the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food & Forestry to avoid the Regents authority of expenditures and require all dollars appropriated towards these entities be distributed as the Legislature deems by law each year.
The bill will be similar to one approved this year that ran funding for firefighting programs for Fire Service Training through the State Fire Marshal Commission instead of the Regents because of similar problems with funding diversion. Dorman also authored that legislation. 
     Dorman, a former national winner in 4-H in high school, recalls spending much of his youth in the Grady County Extension Office.
     “I'm a product of the services the extension system provides the youth of Oklahoma,” Dorman said. “I want to make sure we don't cut this service and deprive any Oklahomans who currently make use of the great resources at the extension offices or the potential gained from the experimental station.”
     In recent years the Regents have diverted a significant amount of extension office and research station funding, forcing layoffs at those offices, Dorman noted.
In a recent meeting, members of the Regents discussed a plan to once again divert more than $2.9 million in extension service funding to in spite of specific legislative directives. That money was supposed to pay to hire 18 new scientists and faculty for both the extension service and experiment station. Those staffers would replace several positions eliminated as the result of the budget cuts of 2001 through 2003. The new staffers are expected to generate between $6 million to $8 million in new research money for the state of Oklahoma.
     “We cannot allow extension offices and the agricultural experimental station to be gutted by the bureaucracy's failure to understand the great need for these services,” Dorman said. “My bill will attempt to make sure extension and research services are not put on the chopping block ever again.”
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