Senate Passes Bill to Create Multiple Income Tax Check-offs
 OKLAHOMA C IT Y – Legislation approved by the Oklahoma Senate today would create multiple income tax check-off boxes that would allow Oklahomans to donate a portion of their tax return to aid volunteer fire departments, lupus awareness and research efforts, or domestic abuse shelters.

            House Bill 1998, by state Rep. Joe Dorman and state Sen. Ralph Shortey, would also remove a $25 cap on donations to the Multiple Sclerosis Society and the YMCA Youth and Government Program.

            “Income tax check-off boxes are a way to help fund important programs voluntarily without having to increase spending,” Shortey, R-Oklahoma City , said. “Oklahomans have always been willing to support important causes.”

            According to Dorman, D-Rush Springs, the check-off box to benefit volunteer fire departments would be used for matching grants for the purchase of wildland and bunker firefighting gear.

            “Wildfires are a constant danger in rural Oklahoma and many rural fire departments are run by volunteers that work so hard to ensure the safety of their communities,” Dorman said. “I think we will see many rural Oklahomans use this box to help ensure the safety of their communities.”

            The check-off box for lupus awareness efforts and research would go to benefit the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and the Lupus Foundation of Oklahoma, Dorman said.

            “It wasn’t long ago, that Oklahoma researchers made an important breakthrough on lupus research,” Dorman said. “I think that it is very important that we keep this momentum going.”

            Dorman said the legislation creates a voluntary form of funding specific programs, something most Oklahomans can get behind.

            “One of the reasons many of us don’t like to be taxed is that we often have little say in how much will be taken and where that money will go,” Dorman said. “Income tax check-offs are a great way to fund specific programs voluntarily. Especially in such tight budget years, they are a viable way to match federal and private grants.”

            House Bill 1998 passed unanimously and will now head to Gov. Mary Fallin’s desk.

The following is an audio link of state Rep. Joe Dorman, D-Rush Springs, discussing House Bill 1998 and income tax check-offs: 
http://www.okhouse.gov/OkhouseMedia/MediaSite/Audio/jd65%20checkoffs.mp3
