Dorman Conducts Legislative Study On Ways to Provide Long Term Care for Elderly
 OKLAHOMA CITY- State Rep. Joe Dorman conducted an interim study today seeking to increase assistance to the elderly who suffer from physical disabilities so they can continue to live in their homes. 

Dorman, along with members of the House Human Services Committee, discussed Oklahoma’s Department of Human Services’ ADvantage Program, which provides Medicaid services that help people stay at home instead of going to a nursing home

"The current monthly allowance offered through this plan maxes out at $2,000. In 2010, the average per-person cost to receive home health care in Oklahoma was $8,760 so when you compare the two numbers you are leaving over $5,000 in monthly expenses to an individual. That’s not right," said Dorman. 

The Rush Springs Democrat said he plans to file legislation to ask Congress to adjust the allotted $2,000 offered by the ADvantage Program based upon current costs of in home health care.

"We need to lend a helping hand to these disabled individuals so they can stay in their homes, the only place they know," said Dorman. "The current system also burdens families. They are either financially strapped from paying the cost or not working because they have to take care of their loved one because care is too costly. There has to be a solution for everyone involved and I think by adjusting this program we would create a win-win situation." 

Presentations were made by officials with the Department of Human Services Aging Services Division, AARP and concerned citizens attending the meeting.

"I was approached by Tony Thannisch, whose aunt lives in my district.   She cannot receive services due to a small trust established by her last husband," said Dorman.  "People who are smart and save back for their later years in life should not be punished, so I agreed to host this study to look into ways to help her and others like her."

Dorman added that encouraging Oklahomans to purchase long term health insurance at a younger age would also be beneficial to the state and all Oklahomans.

According to Brad Alexander, the executive director of Great American Senior Benefits, every seven seconds for the next seven years, someone will be turning 75 and have a 75 percent chance of needing long term care.

"Medicare doesn’t pay for in-home long-term health care or even care at a nursing home, so people are shocked when they see the amount they will pay to provide a spouse or family member with long term care," said Alexander. "Many people don’t have the money to cover the care and are having to leave jobs to take care of a family member. Because of the Federal Medical Leave Act, $29 billion in productivity is lost each year due to people taking care of a loved one. This is the crisis of the millennium and we need to do something about it." 

Dorman said he plans to call on Congress to increase the monthly allowance for Advantage program. At the same time, he will work to encourage Oklahomans to purchase long-term health care insurance. He plans to file a resolution urging congressional action during the 2011 session.
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