Lawmakers Urge Central Oklahoma Residents to Join Red Cross
July 27, 2010
OKLAHOMA CITY – State Reps. Joe Dorman and Leslie Osborn today urged Central Oklahoma residents to volunteer with the American Red Cross of Central Oklahoma.

            Recruiting and training Red Cross volunteers to respond in the Chickasha area remains a focus for the American Red Cross of Central Oklahoma, Dorman said. The organization is offering a free “Disaster Boot Camp” on July 31 at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma for those interested in serving as a local disaster volunteer.

            “Year in, year out, some powerful force of nature comes through Central Oklahoma , whether it’s a tornado, ice storm, or flood,” said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. “The American Red Cross is offering a boot camp that will allow people to help the Red Cross respond quickly and efficiently in the wake of a disaster.”

            “Many Oklahomans would readily respond to those in need during a natural disaster, but it is important that they are prepared and well organized in that response,” said Osborn, R-Tuttle. “The Disaster Boot Camp is a way to better prepare yourself. I would urge all area residents to attend this free event.”

            The host site for Disaster Boot Camp is the USAO Student Center, 1727 W. Alabama Avenue, Chickasha, Oklahoma . Day long activities on Saturday, July 31, will acquaint participants with the Red Cross mission, its principles of serving all people in need, as well as the fundamentals of operating a shelter after a disaster. Hours for Saturday are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

            Those with specific skills sets, such as mental health practitioners or nurses, are also encouraged to attend. The American Red Cross helps meet the immediate needs of disaster victims, from the basics of food and a place to sleep, to emotional support.

            Disaster Boot Camp is free and open to anyone age 18 and older. To register, call (405) 228-9546 or e-mail disasterbootcamp@arcok.org. Lunch will be provided on Saturday, July 31.
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