Dorman: Weekend Fires Mean Lawmakers Must
Increase Funding for Rural Fire Departments 

OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Joe Dorman today called on lawmakers to allocate additional dollars to fire service protection.

            “We had fires covering all areas of Southwest Oklahoma this weekend,” said Dorman, D- Rush Springs. “An emergency was declared by Governor Fallin, so the Legislature needs to recognize the disaster that took place and lend their support to these rural fire departments in the counties that were affected by these fires. They need to allocate money in addition to the annual grant provided to each volunteer fire department in the state.”

            Grant money was reduced by about $700 from 2009 to 2010, Dorman said. Volunteer fire departments operate solely on Rural Economic Action Plan (REAP) funding and money raised locally. Whenever they fight a large wildfire, the costs can quickly eat up the money they are allocated. Dorman said lawmakers must ensure fire departments have the support they need in order to keep rural residents and property safe.

            “I know we are facing tough economic times, but can the state really afford the additional loss of homes, business and agricultural lands due to a fire department running out of money and resources?” Dorman asked.
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