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Law Enforcement to Target Trafficking of Phony IDs

      OKLAHOMA CITY (March 7, 2007) - Lawmakers voted Tuesday to boost law enforcement prosecution of identity theft as part of a broader immigration reform effort.

      Legislation authored by state Rep. Joe Dorman called for the creation of a special division in the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation to investigate trafficking of fake identification - such
as stolen Social Security numbers.

     "The theft and sale of false identification is growing by leaps and bounds, and the demand for fake IDs from illegal immigrants is driving part of that growth," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "It's time we made more law enforcement resources available for the prosecution of this crime."
Dorman's said his own father was once a victim of identity theft carried out by an illegal immigrant.
     According to the Federal Trade Commission, there were 2,403 complaints of identity theft in Oklahoma in 2005.

     Dorman said his proposal is based on an Arizona law. "After Arizona created a specialized division to prosecute the trafficking of false IDs, they saw a significant decline in identity theft," Dorman said. "If we are going to require tougher documentation standards as part of immigration reform, we need to be prepared for an increase in people trying to obtain false documentation. My proposal will ensure that we don't trade one problem for another."

      Dorman's proposal was submitted as an amendment to House Bill 1804 during floor activity in the Oklahoma House of Representatives on Wednesday. The proposal was adopted without opposition.
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