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Dorman Proposal to Aid Pregnant Women with Parking Accessibility Passes House

OKLAHOMA CITY (March 12, 2007) - Lawmakers voted today to allow pregnant women with complications to park in handicap spots.

"During pregnancy, especially in the advanced stage, there are times when a mother-to-be should not walk long distances," said State Rep. Joe Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "My legislation tries to address that problem in an efficient and simple fashion."

Dorman's proposal was attached as an amendment to another bill (House Bill 1868) on Monday.
Under the legislation, pregnant women with complications can obtain a special sticker allowing them to legally park in a disability spot.  
 
The Department of Public Safety would issue the detachable placards to any person who submits an application furnished by the department and certified by a physician, physician assistant, or advanced registered nurse practitioner attesting that the applicant has a physical disability. 

"The intent is for women in advanced stages of pregnancy to qualify upon the recommendation of their doctor," Dorman said.  "Ideally, these women would have family and friends to handle most errands when pregnancy complications arise, but that isn't always the case, and my legislation will make life a little easier for them."
 
