FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact:  Ray Carter, House Media  

Capitol:   (405) 557-7421

Contact:  State Rep. Joe Dorman
Capitol:   (405) 557-7305
E-mail: joedorman@okhouse.gov
Meningitis Awareness Day Scheduled for Capitol

OKLAHOMA CITY (May 7, 2007) - State lawmakers and members of the public will observe "Meningitis Awareness Day" at the Oklahoma Capitol on Wednesday, May 9.


"Meningitis strikes 3,000 Americans each year and nearly one in

three patients is an adolescent or young adult," said state Rep. Joe Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "It is important that we educate the public about this disease and how to prevent and treat it."


University of Central Oklahoma student Amanda Moran, a victim of the disease, will join Dorman and state Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) on May 9 to publicize the availability of a vaccine for the prevention of Meningococcal Meningitis. 

Meningitis is responsible for approximately 300 deaths in the United States each year. Adolescents and young adults account for nearly 30 percent of all Meningitis cases in the United States.

Roughly 200 causes of meningitis occur on college campuses and evidence shows approximately 70 to 80 percent of cases in the college age group are caused by a serogroup which is potentially vaccine-preventable.


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has recommended that all incoming college freshmen living in dormitories be vaccinated against meningococcal disease. The vaccine is available through most doctors' offices, health departments, or college campuses.
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