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 Industrial Park in Western Oklahoma One Step Closer to Reality
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY (December 19, 2006) - The Commissioners of the Land has voted to allow the auction of almost 150 acres of school land near Elgin that will clear the way for development of an industrial park, state Rep. Joe Dorman announced today.
 
      "This has been a long time coming, but I believe the people of Southwest Oklahoma will find the wait has been worth it," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "Getting the land for the industrial park released for auction was the last major hurdle facing supporters of this project to move ahead. Now we can start turning the plan into reality and create new jobs in southwest Oklahoma."
 
      The Elgin Economic Development Authority is expected to be the only entity qualified to bid on the land under the auction standards approved Thursday. In addition, the land can be used only for
 development of an industrial park under the terms of the auction.
 
        The almost 150 acres put up for auction is located just to the west of Elgin close to the H.E. Bailey Turnpike.  This area is currently owned by the state and under the authority of the Commissioners of the Land Office and is currently being leased for agricultural purposes.  
 
        "This project is one that will allow for growth in rural Oklahoma and provide needed jobs.  Special thanks goes to Lieutenant Governor Mary Fallin, State Auditor and Inspector Jeff McMahan and Secretary of Agriculture Terry Peach for voting today to allow thisproject to move forward," Dorman said. 
    
       The industrial park project has been a collaborative effort involving local, county, state and federal officials preparing for expected population growth in Southwestern Oklahoma. Officials representing Elgin from local to federal office have been working on this project for over one year.
 
      "It's been a long process and a lot of hard work on the part of the commissioners and their staff to come to an agreement that everyone can live with," said Elgin Mayor Larry Thoma. "This puts us one step closer to having the industrial park."
 
      "This agreement will probably be the single biggest boon for Elgin's economic development in years," said Mike Doyle, President, Elgin Chamber of Commerce. "I applaud the efforts of all involved in getting this deal done so we can move forward."
 
 "I think things have worked out well for Mayor Thoma and Elgin's economic development committee," said state Sen. Don Barrington, R-Lawton. "Through their efforts, they now have a chance to watch their community grow. It's an exciting time for Elgin and all of Southwest
 Oklahoma."
 
 "This has been a total team effort," Dorman said. "I also want to thank Senator James Inhofe and Representative Tom Cole for their efforts, as well as all of the local, county and state officials who
 worked on this agreement.  Mayor Thoma helped negotiate the final deal with the Commission staff, our federal delegation provided support with funding and our state officials worked with the School Land Commissioners to see this project move one step closer to reality. I am pleased to see this proposal approved so Elgin and all of Southwest Oklahoma can begin to reap the benefits."
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