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 Dorman & Proctor Call for Ice Storm Recovery Funding
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY - State Reps. Joe Dorman and Eric Proctor today called on legislative leaders to approve an estimated $22 million in emergency funding for ice storm recovery “as soon as possible” when the Legislature convenes in February.
 
         “The sooner the state commits to the funds, the faster we can get on the path to recovery,” said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. “Nearly half the state has been devastated by the ice storm and we can’t afford to delay action to help those people rebuild their lives.”
 
          Late Sunday night, President George W. Bush approved Oklahoma’s request for a federal emergency disaster declaration related to the ongoing winter storm, as requested by Gov. Brad Henry. The governor officially requested federal aid Sunday morning after it became clear the state would need federal support to deliver assistance to storm victims across Oklahoma.
 
         Dorman noted that the recovery costs created by the 2000 ice storm totaled $175 million and that officials from the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management expect the bill for this year’s ice storm to be comparable.
 
         Although officials expect federal aid will cover most of the cost, that money is provided in the form of matching funds - for every 75 cents the federal government provides, the state must provide 12.5 cents and local governments must provide the remainder.
 
         "Since emergency management officials assume the recovery costs associated with this year’s ice storm will be comparable to the 2000 storm, the state needs to provide at least $22 million to cover its match," said Proctor, D-Tulsa.
 
         “We need to plan ahead and include this in the budget for the upcoming session," Dorman said. "There's a good chance that further ice can hit the state and other disasters could occur and we cannot afford to let this fund get depleted again as occurred over the period between 2000 through 2006.”
 
         “There’s no reason we shouldn’t do this within the first two weeks of session,” Proctor said. “I believe legislative leaders should fast-track this appropriation so we can get the money to the people who need it.”
 
         Proctor, a freshman legislator, serves as a member of the General Government and Transportation Committee. Dorman, a third-term member, led the fight in 2006 to fully fund the Department of Emergency Management for their related costs to funding debt to previous declared emergencies around the state.
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