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Dorman Urges Flood Victims to File Damage Reports

 

     OKLAHOMA CITY –With many citizens still without power, utilities or even a home, state Rep. Joe Dorman today urged citizens to prepare damage reports immediately so action can be taken.

     "Individuals need to contact their local emergency manager whether it is through their city or county as soon as possible so we can help flood victims and get them back on track to a normal life," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "The faster emergency managers collect all the reports and numbers, the quicker an emergency can be declared so counties can start receiving recovery money." 

     Dorman said flood victims should include square footage and cubic feet estimates of the damaged location as well as a floor plan in reports.

     "Providing specific information speeds up the process for getting you aid," said Dorman. "The more accurate the information individuals supply, the less delay on assessments and providing assistance. I want to make sure everyone is getting the help they need and receiving it in a timely manner.

     Dorman encouraged home owners to hire professionals to handle major cleaning tasks to prevent mold problems that could lead to more home repair costs and health issues. 

     "Professionals know what to do to get insulation dry and make sure there are no signs of unhealthy substances growing in a home," said Dorman. "It's worth the cost in the long run to get everything cleaned properly and besides, most of this clean-up cost will be covered through the damage reimbursement."

     Dorman also encouraged people to contact the local and county emergency managers for a list of information that should be collected to aid in the recovery reimbursements.

"There is no way to recover all losses but I want everyone to know the steps required to begin to rebuilding their lives and recovering from this emotional turmoil," said Dorman.  "There is less than two weeks left to report the damages from the floods earlier this year and we are still waiting to hear about the declaration on some counties from the federal government about the most recent floods." said Dorman.  "The paperwork and clean-up need to be taken care of immediately to ensure we maximize our assistance reimbursement from the different levels of government."

     The Rush Springs Democrat also encourages Oklahomans to buy national weather radios. He said most stores where the radios can be purchased will set the frequency to whatever county you live. These radios will often provide ample warning before a storm approaches, even when radio and television frequencies are not working due to the storms. 
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