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Lawmaker Renews Call for Emergency Funds

OKLAHOMA CITY (March 15, 2006) - State Rep. Joe Dorman renewed his call

for lawmakers to "immediately" provide additional funding to state

firefighters and to repay funds owed through the Oklahoma Department of

Emergency Management.


"This year's wildfires are almost unprecedented and represent a

true state emergency that needs to be addressed immediately," said

Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "We need to make rural fire funding a top

priority of this year's legislative session and there's no reason we

can't approve additional money within days."


Dorman noted that every rural fire department in the state

received about $2,000 in state funding last year. He said that amount

should be doubled this year and noted that Senate legislation approving

the extra money now awaits a vote in the Oklahoma House of

Representatives.  Dorman also pointed out that the Oklahoma Department

of Emergency Management owes about $16 million to various local entities

for emergencies going back over five years.


Dorman had previously called for a special session in January to

address fire funding issues. He had also requested that the Legislature

act on the appropriation of emergency management funds as early as last

May.


Since November 1, 2005, a total of 2,632 fires have burned

549,054 acres in Oklahoma, as well as countless structures.  Multiple

injuries have also occurred to firefighters and other citizens

protecting their property from fires. 


Most rural fire departments operate off funds collected either

through fundraising or operational grants provided by the state and

federal government.  The quality of the equipment and protective gear is

directly related to how much each department raises through donations.  


Dorman said the state could easily afford to boost rural fire

funding and repay the $16 million debt from emergency management this

year since state government has $6.8 billion in revenue available, an

increase of $628 million compared to last year.


"With state coffers experiencing growth, we have the chance to

act now and prevent future damage and destruction," Dorman said. "The

Legislature needs to address this emergency and to pay off the previous

declared emergencies."
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