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 Dorman's Fire Funding Reform Measure Clears House Floor
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY-(March 15, 2007)-A measure preventing state money for firefighting service training from being diverted to other areas passed today on the House floor.
 
 House Bill 1519, by state Rep. Joe Dorman, would create the "Firefighter Training Revolving Fund," which would direct funding for firefighting programs to Oklahoma State University Fire Service Training so the money primarily runs through the State Fire Marshal Commission. The commission would then ensure the money is used for training programs as lawmakers intend by legislation.   
 
 "The Legislature has had problems occasionally with money not being spent as intended for fire-service training and other areas in times of financial cuts to the state budget," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs.  "Given the recent drought conditions and the enormous loss of lives, land and property in wildfires the last few years, I would say it's time the Legislature made sure fire funding is used for the intended purpose. 
 
 "Our firefighters across the state did a tremendous job protecting our land and our families, but like any other profession, training in current and new techniques and with new equipment is constant and has to be done to keep our emergency responders prepared."
 
 Dorman noted this shift will not include dollars for training in other agencies, such as that currently administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the State Department of Agriculture through their Forestry Division.  "Much of their funding comes through the federal government and they also do different types of training," said Dorman.
 
 The bill would also create the "Incident Management Site Task Force," charged with studying and making recommendations for effective emergency command site management consistent with the federal National Incident Management System (NIMS) guidelines.
 
 The bill will also include other reforms that reduce the cost of training for Oklahoma firefighters and make training more widely available, including developing, in conjunction with the Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security, a program to educate firefighters on a unified command protocol for fire incidents. 
 
 While the training would be provided through Oklahoma State University's nationally recognized Fire Service Training School, it would be conducted at CareerTech and college campuses across Oklahoma and other facilities with qualified classrooms that have the proper equipment in place or even at local fire departments. Currently, most training is
 done at the OSU campus in Stillwater, though training in recent years has been increased in other areas.
 
 "Providing training at accessible locations will reduce traveling expenses on fire departments with already tight budgets," said Dorman.
 
 Dorman noted many of the proposals contained in House Bill 1519 have been developed by the Council on Fire Training (COFT) and other individuals from various sectors of fire service around the state.  "We spent many weeks developing this language and at the end, every person involved was happy with this language and felt it would do much good for our firefighters around the state," said Dorman.
             
 Another component of the bill would have established the "Oklahoma Firefighter of the Year" award and the "Oklahoma EMT of the Year" award.  This section was deleted from the bill after the respective groups charged with creating this recognition gave assurances this would occur without the need for placing the awards in to law.
 
 HB 1519 passed on the House floor by a vote of 98-0 and now heads to the Senate for consideration.
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