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 Lawmakers to Study Festivals' Economic Impact 
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY (July 31, 2006) - In communities across Oklahoma, annual
 festivals have been part of the cultural landscape as long as anyone 
 can remember. 
 
 And while everyone knows those events are a cornerstone of local
 civic life, officials don't know how much money the festivals bring 
 into local economies.
 
 State Rep. Joe Dorman wants to determine that figure through a
 legislative study this year.
 
 "The festivals in my district - such as the Rush Springs
 Watermelon Festival, the Apache Rattlesnake Hunt, Elgin's Crawds 'N 
 Rods Festival and the Chickasha Festival of Lights - attract a lot of
 tourists every year," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "Festivals have
 become an important part of the rural economy, but few people 
 understand their true impact."
 
 However, Dorman said this year's drought could have a negative
 economic impact on communities such as Rush Springs that host
 agriculture-related festivals.
 
 "Obviously, a drought reduces crop yield and can leave Oklahoma
 farmers with less income, but the drought's impact also has a ripple
 effect that many of my urban colleagues don't understand," Dorman said.
 "It's important they see the big picture when it comes to economic
 development outside Oklahoma City and Tulsa. These festivals bring a 
 lot of money into rural communities and drought conditions could hurt our
 small towns."
 
 There are over 1,000 festivals conducted across the state each
 year and no comprehensive study of their impact is currently available.
 However, a study cited by the Oklahoma Department of Tourism indicates
 that the Robber's Cave Fall Festival near Wilburton attracts roughly
 50,000 people each year and infuses an extra $2 million into the local
 economy.
 
 Dorman expects the Rush Springs Festival, which begins Aug. 12,
 to go off without a hitch this year, but believes lawmakers should 
 study the drought's impact.
 
 "The Rush Springs Watermelon Festival is entering its 62nd year
 and should still be a huge success," Dorman said. "I want to make sure
 it stays that way. Even with the drought conditions and fewer growers
 raising watermelon this year, the impact of the festival should not be
 diminished. There's still plenty of watermelon to hold the festival and
 we don't want citizens to stay away because of drought concerns. I
 expect it's the same at other agriculture-related festivals this year."
 
 State tourism, finance and tax officials will testify at the
 legislative study when it is conducted later this summer.
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