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OKLAHOMA CITY – (June 22, 2007)--State Reps. Joe Dorman and Eric Proctor were among a group of state and local officials promoting the new 2007 Federal Duck Stamp this week.

      

“As a hunter and wildlife supporter, I am thrilled to participate in this important event,” said Dorman, a Rush Springs Democrat who is vice-chair of the House Sportsmen’s Caucus.

        

The Duck Stamp was introduced in 1934 when President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act.  The act requires that all hunters 16 years of age or older must purchase the stamp to hunt waterfowl. 

        

It is also the only federally-sponsored art competition since 1949.  

        

In addition to hunters, individuals with a Duck Stamp can use it as a season pass to wildlife refuges that would normally charge an entry fee.  The federal government uses 98 percent of the revenues generated by the Duck Stamps to conserving wildlife habitat.

      

The Fish and Wildlife Service has partnered with Bass Pro Shops to unveil this year’s stamp across the country in all 42 stores on Friday, June 22.

      

Dorman attended the ceremony conducted at Bass Pro’s Broken Arrow store on Friday.

      

“The Duck Stamp is an important part of preserving our hunting heritage in Oklahoma and ensuring the next generation has the same opportunities we enjoy,” said Proctor, a Tulsa Democrat who is also a member of the Sportsmen’s Caucus.

      

Those attending the ceremony included Broken Arrow Vice-Mayor Mike Lester, representatives of Bass Pro Shop, the Oklahoma Wildlife Department and Ducks Unlimited.

