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Last of State-Owed Funds for Disaster Projects Distributed
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – (September 26, 2006)—The last of the state-owed funds for nearly 160 disaster related projects has been distributed, announced state Rep. Joe Dorman .
 
Dorman led the efforts to recover the nearly $16 million owed by the state to local counties and municipalities for disaster related projects going back six years. 
 
“It has been a long process, but I am pleased the Legislature finally came through,” said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. “Unfortunately, I think it took the devastation of the wildfires last year to wake some of our elected officials up to the fact that many of our local communities had tapped their resources trying to recover from disasters six years ago.
 

“If the state expects our county and city governments to effectively protect their citizens in a disaster, we have to be responsible and pay these localities the money owed them.”
 

Projects covered under federal disaster declarations receive 75 percent of funding from the federal government, with 12.5 percent coming from the state and 12.5 percent coming from the applicant.
      
However, the state had not provided its 12.5 percent share for nearly 160 projects that have occurred since 2000 and many cities, towns and local entities had been financially short-sheeted as a result. The backlog of unfunded projects covered four federally-declared disasters and three state disasters.
 

Gov. Brad Henry requested a $4 million appropriation to partially fund the projects prior to the 2005 legislative session, but the Legislature cut the request from the final budget. In June 2005, Dorman called on Henry to include the issue during the special session called to deal with worker’s compensation reform, but the issue was again neglected.
 
Boosted by a nearly $1 billion surplus in state revenues, the Legislature fully funded the projects in the 2006 state budget agreement. However, the budget appropriation does not cover expenses accrued by localities fighting the wildfires during the last year, Dorman noted.
 
Severe drought conditions throughout the state caused wildfires that burned more than 350,000 acres of land and destroyed or damaged more than 1,200 homes in the past year. Henry implemented the burn ban on November 1 and lifted it on May 16.
 
“Weather predictions show the next several years could be drought years, as well,” said Dorman. “That money needs to be distributed as soon as possible so we don’t find ourselves in the same situation. I plan to keep fighting this issue until we recognize the dire situation we put our local communities in when a disaster hits and the state hasn’t repaid them the dollars they expended during the last disaster.”
 
The Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management administers the funds for the disaster recovery program and compiles the list of projects awaiting funding. 
            
We absolutely appreciate the efforts of Rep. Dorman, Gov. Henry and the Legislature to get this process moving,” said Albert Ashwood, director of the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management. “In Oklahoma , it’s not a question of if but when the next tornado or natural disaster will hit. It is vital to make sure past projects are paid off and that we’re ready to take care of future needs.”
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