U.S.A.-Made American and Oklahoma Flags Bill Signed Into Law

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – (April 22, 2008)— A bill requiring the Oklahoma and American flags flown over state government agencies be made in the United States was recently signed into law by Gov. Brad Henry.

House Bill 2969, by state Rep. Chuck Hoskin, requires that all state agencies and political subdivisions purchase only U.S. flags and Oklahoma state flags that are manufactured in the United States. 

"Too many men and women have died defending our nation to reduce the purchase of the symbol of the freedoms they fought for to a bargain-hunting expedition," said Hoskin, D-Vinita. "I certainly recognize that when we are talking about taxpayer dollars the bottom line is the driving force behind many purchasing decisions; but without 400 years of military men and women laying it all on the line to defend the ideals our flag represents, we wouldn’t even be having this discussion. Some things should not be beholden to the bottom line."

Hoskin said the bill was filed at the request of local veterans who were upset to learn that some U.S. flags flown on a local government building had been manufactured in another country.

Rep. Joe Dorman, a coauthor on the bill, was also pleased with the governor's action to sign this bill into  law.  

"This bill just makes sense to me," said Dorman.  "I think when we salute our American flag here in Oklahoma, we should know that it was made by Americans."

House Bill 2969 passed unanimously out of both the House and the Senate, before heading to the Governor.
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