Lawmakers Request Study of Property Tax Issue 
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY (April 10, 2008) - This week Senate Joint Resolution 59, the legislation to send to a vote of the people a reduction in the cap on property valuation increases by county assessors (which lowered the maximum increase allowed from 5 percent to 3 percent annually) was shucked of its language and amended to become a senior property tax freeze.  However, members of the House Rules Committee rejected the proposal. Now, two legislators that serve on the committee want to study this tax freeze further.
 "I've heard from constituents on both sides of this issue over the past few weeks," said state Rep. Joe Dorman, D-Rush Springs.  "I was asked by many folks back home to vote against both the original  proposal
 and the amended version due to the decreasing revenue coming in to fund services this year.  I'm worried any major tax cut we pass this session could devastate our rural schools, and quite likely lead to consolidation of schools and other service providers that all citizens rely upon, including those seniors."
 State Rep. Guy Liebmann and state Rep. David Dank (both R-Oklahoma City),  joined with the author of SJR 59, state Rep. Mike Reynolds (R - Oklahoma City) to work on a proposal that would allow property taxes to be frozen at the level on the person's property when they turn 65.  This would change the law to allow an across-the-board cap for all seniors. Current law freezes property valuations only for lower-income seniors.
 "It was a tough vote to reject this, but something needs to be done to assist those who truly need tax assistance," said Dorman, a member of the Rules Committee and the Revenue & Taxation Committee. "Representatives Liebmann and Dank made very good arguments for those who might lose everything in their elder years due to long term assistance and medical costs."
 Members of the committee heard discussion from both sides of the issue on Wednesday in committee.  Wade Patterson, Garfield County Assessor, spoke on problems with the bill.  He stated all seniors that turn 65 cannot be tracked easily due to current allowances under the law.  Another issue that arose was that the proposal would apply to even the richest Oklahomans.  Some officials also noted the cap would be awarded only to those who file paperwork showing they qualify under the standards of the law.
 "I personally feel we need to do what we can to help seniors keep their homes and allow them the chance to make it on their own," said Dorman.  "That being said, I also do not want to take millions of dollars out of our schools, ambulance services, libraries and the other groups that rely on ad valorem taxes by giving a tax break to those  that
 truly do not need the assistance.  Everyone has to pay their fair share in taxes to provide for the services in our society and those that do not need the break should not receive it."
 Dorman and state Rep. Ryan Kiesel, D-Seminole, have filed paperwork to request an interim study on this issue to see if common ground can be found on this subject.  Interim studies are heard by the legislators following the conclusion of the legislative session in May, often times in multiple meetings in the summer and fall.
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