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CORRECTION: House Passes Collins AED Bill
Bill Could Save Student’s Lives
 
OKLAHOMA CITY (April 1st, 2008) Yesterday the House of Representative voted to approve the Automatic External Defibrillator bill that Representative Wallace Collins , D-Norman, has authored for two years.  The original bill Collins presented was HB 1847, but after failing to get it heard, he added the language as an amendment to SB 923.  The Senate Bill was authored by Senator Susan Paddack, D-Ada and Representative Dr. Doug Cox, R-Grove.

 

In a truly bipartisan effort Representative Collins and Representative Cox worked together to find palatable language so the bill could pass.  “I believe we passed a bill that is good for all of Oklahomans,” Collins said, “and it would not have been possible without the help of Dr. Cox.  The bill will place the defibrillators, AED’s, in every public school in the state.

 

The families of two victims of accidental deaths watched the presentation and vote from the House gallery.  Kathleen Treanor is the mother of Zachary Eckles, a soccer player that collapsed and died in 2006.  Allen and Kristi Davis are the parents of Luke Davis, a young athlete from Dickson , OK who died several weeks ago during a basketball game.  The families believe that had AED’s been close at hand, these young men might have survived.

 

Collins added an amendment to name the bill “The Zachary Eckles – Luke Davis Automatic Defibrillator Act” to honor the young victims and their families.  SB 923, which passed 100-1, would be financed through private donations or Federal grants, if available.  “I believe there are plenty of people that will want to help save lives,” Collins added.  The bill will now go to the Senate for approval.
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