Full Funding For Schools Needed
Bill Passed Today Does Not solve School Funding Crisis

 

OKLAHOMA CITY (April 2nd, 2008) Democratic Caucus Members pointed out today that the funding bill passed today on the House Floor does not solve the current funding crisis that schools are facing.

“The bill passed today only gets our public school districts thru May 1st,” said Representative Joe Dorman, D- Rush Springs.  “We need to ensure that our schools have the money to educate our children and this bill does not do that.”

“I don’t know why they keep calling this ‘supplemental funding’,” said Representative Jerry McPeak, D- Warner.  “We promised our public school districts that they would get the funding that we promised them last year.  We never did that and there is a huge hole in their budget.  This is simply the money that we owe them this year.”

School districts are facing a funding shortfall for this year.  The Legislature did not fully fund the current year and districts have to make cuts to their budgets.  The Department of Education has requested $41 million to make up for the shortfall.

 “We can’t short change the children of Oklahoma,” said McPeak.  “If we don’t get school districts the money that they need soon, then teachers will be cut and our children will suffer.”
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