"Fire Safe" Cigarette Legislation on Governor's Desk 
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY - Cigarettes start fires killing nearly 900 people every year in the United States, but legislation to prevent those tragedies now awaits Gov. Brad Henry's signature, state Representatives Mike Thompson and Joe Dorman said today.
 
 House Bill 3341, by Thompson and Dorman, creates the Fire Safety Standard and Firefighter Protection Act. The bill would require retailers to sell only "fire safe" cigarettes, meaning no cigarettes could be sold in Oklahoma unless they have been tested and certified by
 the manufacturer and are in compliance with the State Fire Marshal's approved standards for being a fire safe cigarette.
 
 "This is an effort to save lives, prevent injuries and protect Oklahoma property from the devastating effects of fire," said Thompson, R-Oklahoma City. "According to TobaccoFreeKids.org, cigarettes cause about one out of four fires and almost every day someone in America dies from a fire caused by a cigarette-and many of these deaths are  toddlers, infants or the elderly."
 
 "Cigarettes are the leading cause of fire fatalities in the United States," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "And it is not just smokers who are dying; smokers' children and spouses are also killed in these fires. Cigarettes are not only unhealthy, but also highly dangerous to everyone. I am proud my fellow lawmakers saw the need for this measure and supported its passage."
 
 Under the bill, manufacturers would be required to maintain copies of reports on all tests on cigarettes offered for sale for a period of three years and copies would be made available to the State Fire Marshall and Attorney General upon written request.  Failure of a manufacturer to provide copies within 60 days of a written request  would be subject to a civil penalty of up to $10,000 per day the copies are not made available.
 
 According to The Coalition for Fire Safe Cigarettes, cigarettes are the leading cause of home fire fatalities in the United States, killing 700 to 900 people per year.
 
 In 2003, there were more than 25,000 structure fires caused by cigarettes, which killed 760 people and injured 1,520 others. Property losses from smoking-material fires total hundreds of millions of dollars each year.
 
 Various firefighting organizations endorsed all the early versions of this legislation and have continued to support the idea through this final compromised version.
 
 A manufacturer or anyone who sells cigarettes in violation the law would be subject to a penalty of up to $500 for each pack sold; however, the penalty could not exceed $100,000 during any 30-day period.
 
 A retailer who sells cigarettes in violation of the proposed law would be subject to a penalty of up to $500 for each pack sold with a maximum penalty of $25,000 during any 30-day period.
 
 Currently, 22 other states have already passed fire safe cigarette legislation.
 
 "A collateral effect of the legislation will be a reduction in the number of people exposed to second-hand smoke from cigarettes because the "fire-safe" cigarettes automatically extinguish themselves when left alone and also the opportunity to greatly reduce the number of wildfires from cigarettes being thrown from vehicles," said Dorman.
 
 "As soon as the governor signs this in to law, lives will start being saved and that is something I am proud to support," said Thompson.
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