 Dorman to File Legislation Promoting Alternative Fuel in Oklahoma
 
 Oklahoma City (June 23, 2008) - To help Oklahomans deal with surging fuel costs, state Rep. Joe Dorman plans to file legislation providing tax credits for the purchase of compressed natural gas vehicles, hydrogen powered vehicles and other forms of alternative fuel vehicles.
       Dorman said his legislation will offer a credit to individuals converting vehicles to run on an alternative fuel source.  The proposal also includes an incentive for filling stations to install alternative fuel options for consumers. A similar bill was filed last session in the Senate, but no action was received on the legislation. 
       "It costs far less to run a car on natural gas than gasoline, but that option isn't realistic for most Oklahomans today," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "We have to provide incentives for both car buyers and fuel stations. People won't buy these cars unless they can fuel them anywhere in Oklahoma, and stations won't install alternative fueling options unless there is more demand. We have to meet both issues head-on to make this feasible."
       While gasoline prices are edging closer to $4 per gallon, drivers of natural gas powered vehicles may pay 35 percent to 50 percent less, according to some estimates.
       However, according to Consumer Reports, there are only about 1,600 compressed natural gas stations nationwide, compared to nearly 200,000 gasoline stations.  Availability declines further with hydrogen filling stations, Dorman said. 
 Dorman will conduct a study this summer on the issue that will include an examination of what other states and nations are doing to promote alternative fuel vehicles.  He expects to bring in experts in various fields to look at policies that can be adapted for Oklahoma standards. This study will also be open to the general public.  Information on the meeting time and location can be requested through his capitol office.   
       "If we can't find a way to lower gasoline prices here in the state, we need to promote alternatives that lower oil demand and allow Oklahoma to lead the nation in conversion to cheaper, cleaner alternative resources," Dorman said.  "I look forward to seeing results come from this study and helping Oklahomans save some of their hard-earned dollars."           
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