Dorman comments on vote to sustain Henry veto
 Oklahoma City (April 23, 2009) State Capitol – Rep. Joe Dorman , D-Rush Springs, today commented on his vote to sustain Gov. Brad Henry’s veto of HB 1326, a bill that would have criminalized embryonic stem cell research in Oklahoma.
 “I have been asked if political pressure was put on me to change my earlier ‘yes’ to a vote to sustain,” said Rep. Dorman.  “I can honestly say that no elected official or flood of emails from outside my district affected my decision.  What swayed me was a simple text message from my niece, who has lupus.
 “She pointed out that research might someday help cure her and my great-nephew, or the future generations who might suffer from ailments science is trying to cure,” he added.  “I looked at the research and visited with experts about what stage of development this embryonic tissue is currently in, and that helped me decide this was the right thing to do."
 Rep. Dorman noted that he also worked with Rep. Anastasia Pittman , D-Oklahoma City , on an amendment she was prepared to introduce today, but pulled from immediate consideration due to federal legal concerns.
 “I am working with other legislators and experts to develop language that will meet the needs of the research and medical communities, but still preserve the arguments about the sanctity of life,” he added.
 “I hope we can reach language that will criminalize the sale or development of tissue solely for research and halt the abomination of the procedure similar to what we saw in the 'octomom' case out of state.  It would also prevent the use of any material from a fetus that has been aborted."
 He concluded, "I feel parents should be allowed to donate embryonic tissue to science when it is not used to create life and would eventually be destroyed, as is currently the case.”
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