Dorman Selected for International Young Political Leaders Program
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY-State Rep. Joe Dorman has been selected as a delegate by the American Council of Young Political Leaders to study the political systems of Nicaragua and El Salvador and promote the United States during a 14-day trip.
 
 "I am honored to represent ACYPL and the United States in this endeavor," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "This will be a chance to better understand the current political dynamics in Central America and help people there better understand the United States. I look forward to forging possible trade relationships and friendships between not only the countries, but also specifically between Oklahoma and the nations of El Salvador and Nicaragua."  
 
 He will join six other young political leaders from across the United States during the trip from July 9-25 to discuss the country's political structure, engage in dialogue on bilateral issues and forge professional relationships. 
 
 Dorman will join the delegates in Washington, D.C. for briefings by the U.S. Department of State and the Nicaraguan and El Salvadoran Embassies before flying on to Managua, Nicaragua.
 
 ACYPL targets young political leaders likely to assume future leadership positions in their national governments. Throughout its 40 years of existence, the ACYPL has sent over 6,000 rising political stars from around the world on delegations to over 90 countries for the purpose of fostering international relationships.
 
 "Our international exchanges build bridges between emerging leaders in the U.S. and other countries to promote mutual understanding and respect for each others political cultures and ideologies," said Linda Rotunno, ACYPL chief executive officer.
 
 U.S. delegates are selected from a competitive, bipartisan field of several hundred nominees for participation in the international exchanges.
 
 ACYPL's distinguished alumni include two former Prime Ministers of Japan, the former Prime Minister of Hungary, the Foreign Minister of Australia, the Speaker of the House of Representatives in Uruguay and the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of China's National People's Congress the Foreign Minister of Taiwan and members of national parliaments throughout the world. Here at home, more than 36 members of Congress, three Bush Cabinet members, two Ambassadors and seven sitting Governors are among the group's alumni. 
 
 "In our current time, we have to think globally in regards to trade and the economy if we are going to continue as a superpower in the world," said Dorman.  "Leaders must understand what it takes to promote our products to the world in order to maximize the profits for our farmers and other businesses."
 
 ACYPL is a nonprofit bipartisan international-exchange organization funded in part through a grant from the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. It is considered the nation's premier international exchange organization for emerging political leaders.  Dorman was a delegate on a similar trip to South Korea in 2005 and hosted a delegation from Argentina and Uruguay in 2006.  Trips are sponsored through private donations and through the U.S. State Department grant.  ACYPL has been in existence for over 40 years and has worked to educate state and local policy makers about international relations.
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