Dorman Joins Lt. Gov. Askins in Call for Children’s Cabinet 

  

OKLAHOMA CITY – State Rep. Joe Dorman has filed legislation that would create a “children’s cabinet” to streamline services for agencies and organizations that serve Oklahoma ’s most vulnerable children. 

            The measure is a part of Lt. Gov. Jari Askins’ agenda this year. 

            “The Children’s Cabinet is a cost-effective way to ensure better coordination between the agencies in charge of protecting children,” said Dorman, D- Rush Springs . “Too often, the left hand doesn’t know what the right hand is doing in state government. That lack of communication can have disastrous consequence when you are talking about the abused children. I believe a Children’s Cabinet will reduce the chance of future oversights that lead to child injuries or death.” 

            House Bill 1655, by Dorman and state Sen. Jay Paul Gumm, would create an Oklahoma ’s Children’s Cabinet to identify challenges facing all children and youth and to develop long-term strategies to address their overall quality of life. Policy recommendations will cover a wide range of issues, including academics, health and well-being, safety, employment training and job access. By serving as a regular forum for decision makers, tough issues facing Oklahoma ’s children will be addressed with a comprehensive policy instead of the current piecemeal approach. 

            The Children’s Cabinet will work to develop, recommend and implement coordinated state policies to improve the health and welfare of Oklahoman children and families. Composed of 15 top ranking officials whose agencies have working interests in children’s policy in the state of Oklahoma , the Cabinet will have no fiscal impact on the state by utilizing existing government agency expertise and resources. The Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth, which will provide support staff, will work closely with members of the Children’s Cabinet. 

  

To view video of Rep. Joe Dorman and Lt. Gov. Jari Askins discussing this bill, go to www.okhouse.tv. 

 

