Dorman Encourages Lawmakers to Make Disaster Funding a Priority
 
 Oklahoma City - State Rep. Joe Dorman said his legislation securing state dollars for Oklahoma's emergency disasters would prevent the delays now created by the legislative appropriations process.
 
 House Bill 1519, as amended by Dorman, would require that money from the state's Constitutional Reserve Fund (also known as the Rainy Day Fund) be used to provide the matching 12.5 percent required state funding for federal disaster relief reimbursement as declared through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  
 
 Dorman urged lawmakers to pass this bill so families and communities can start rebuilding their lives "immediately."
 
 "House Bill 1519 will help meet the funding requirements of our counties and cities immediately after disaster strikes, such as the recent tornados and flooding, and secure funding to assist families," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "The bill would eliminate the delays we've seen in recent years or the need to discuss extraordinary measures such as bond debt to pay for emergency repair."
 
 The bill would also establish that the emergency funding be provided before Rainy Day Fund money is used for any other purpose and be automatically appropriated within 30 days of the state's reception of the certification of disaster costs from the federal government.
 
 Currently, in most cases, the federal government will fund 75 percent of the disaster relief leaving the local with 12.5 percent and the state 12.5 percent. 
 
 "The state still owed money from the ice storms of 2000 until just a  few years ago when the Legislature finally appropriated the required state portion. That delay left the counties, communities, electric co-ops and many other entities with unpaid bills due to legislative negligence," said Dorman.  "The costs went up significantly for the entities due to legislative neglect on those appropriations and many had to take funding from other areas to get the repairs finished, which hurt things such as road work."
 
 At the request of legislative leadership, a safety mechanism has been placed into the language to provide a "roadblock" should the Constitutional Reserve Fund be depleted or another reason arise.  The State Contingency Review Board, consisting of the Governor, the Speaker of the House and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, will have the authority to delay this deposit.  
 
 "This allows for the times when we are in legislative session and would like to pay for the match out of the General Revenue Fund through the legislative process," said Dorman.  "If the legislature wants to assume that payment, we can avoid the debit from the Rainy Day Fund, but in the years of a budget shortfall, this will guarantee the opportunity to reimburse those waiting for this required expenditure."
 
 Emergency reimbursement has not been an uncommon event through the years the Legislature has dealt with disasters.  Much of the problem occurs when disasters strike Oklahoma when the Legislature is not in session.
 
 "I remember several years ago when tornadoes struck Moore, Union City and other parts of Oklahoma and how the Legislature had to rapidly deal with that funding," said Dorman.  "A shell appropriations bill had to be used in the final days of the session to provide reimbursement dollars.  If either of those tornadoes had struck in June, the funding could not have been allocated immediately without the call for a special session."
 
 Dorman said his measure will make sure that problem never happens again.
 
 
 "Communities will not have to wait until we return to session or, as we have seen recently, for years to finally get the funds they are promised when they need a helping hand."
 
 Dorman said the bill is waiting to have conferees assigned by the Speaker's office so it can go to a Conference Committee.
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