Dorman Decries Kern’s Double-Standard on Obama Address 
OKLAHOMA CITY (September 3, 2009) After various Republican legislators issued statements protesting President Obama's upcoming address to public school children, Rep. Joe Dorman (D-Rush Springs) said that he believes their motives are purely partisan, and that one of his colleagues is applying a clear double-standard.
"I personally don't understand how my colleagues can be passing their dissent off as non-partisan," Rep. Dorman stated.  "They would never have brought up these issues if George W. Bush or John McCain had wanted to speak to schoolchildren about citizenship."
Both Presidents George Bush and Ronald Reagan gave speeches aimed specifically at students that were nationally televised. In 1989, Bush delivered a televised anti-drug speech, and Reagan's 1986 commencement speech and Q&A session was "beamed over public television into 171 school districts," according to the L.A. Times.
Dorman noted that Rep. Sally Kern ( R-Oklahoma City ) seems particularly insincere in voicing her concerns.  Kern, he recalled, was put in charge of a program called " America 's Legislators Back to School Week" just a few years ago.  Before joining the legislature, Dorman worked with legislators as the House staff liaison for the program, which encourages legislators to visit classrooms and discuss the state political process.
"When a Republican state legislator visits a classroom, Sally Kern will lead the program.  But when the sitting President, who happens to be a Democrat, wants to talk to children about personal responsibility and staying in school, Kern is one of the first to cry foul," he said.  "Anytime an elected official wants to encourage the youth of our nation to pay attention the process and make their own decisions, I'm all for it."
Dorman stated that today he reviewed emails Kern sent out this spring and last year encouraging her fellow legislators to participate in the "Back to School" program.  In one email, she thanked all of her colleagues who had visited local schools and asked to know how many students and classes they had reached.
In the September 2005 release issued by House staff discussing Kern's appointment to the program, she is quoted as saying: 
"This program is designed to reach all students at all levels from K-12th," said Kern, R-Oklahoma City . "I want all Oklahoma students to become more active in their state government." (see http://www.okhouse.gov/OkhouseMedia/news_story.aspx?NewsID=120
Today, Kern's statement was a stark departure from her earlier comments, saying: 

"No president, Republican or Democrat, should interrupt the educational process in this manner. […] To maintain their credibility, our local schools simply should not participate in this event." 

 "Nothing in this address is required, so I think accusing our President of 'indoctrination' is completely out of line," said Dorman.  "This is a local control issue by which educators can decide if they want to allow their students to participate and I do not appreciate the heavy-handed threats delivered today by my Republican colleagues to school board members and administrators."
 "It strikes me as odd that in the last legislative session, Republicans tried to remove all mandates from public schools.  Now they're threatening schools not to participate in an optional event.  I guess the only mandates they're really interested in are the ones that they dictate."
 Dorman added that he believes the more that students can interact with their elected officials, the more they will care about government and our nation.
 "I visit every high school in my district every year to talk to those students about state government.  I'll add on that I'm invited by the local teachers to speak frankly about the process and I encourage students to study about the political system and make up their own decisions on which party to register.  I think it's incredibly important to have that connection, and we create a more informed and more responsible citizenry by talking directly to school-age students," he stated.  "I want a well-educated district who will contact me about issues, not simply people following what is told to them by politicians or talk show hosts."
 "I'll continue to do these classroom visits and encourage all elected officials to do the same when allowed by the school, regardless of what some of my colleagues think of it," said Dorman.  "I try to represent all the residents of my district, no matter what age and whether they choose to register or not and I want them to understand they have an important role to play in our society."
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