Dorman Conducts Study on Preventing Student Injuries and Deaths on the Playing Fields
 
 OKLAHOMA CITY -With more than 1.4 million high school players injured
 every year across the nation and 75,424 Oklahoma High School students in
 athletics, state Rep. Joe Dorman conducted an interim study this week
 to look for ways to prevent critical injuries and even fatalities during sporting events at Oklahoma schools.
 
 "We need to do everything possible to ensure our students' safety and
 health is maintained whether in a classroom or out on a football field,"
 said Dorman, D-Rush Springs.  "This study is a tool to see what areas
 the Legislature can help in sport safety - whether it's requiring coaches to have increased first aid and injury care training, properly checking equipment such as football helmets to make sure they are sized for  the student properly or providing enough funding for schools to ensure
 an athletic trainer is present at all practices and games."
 
 From 1999 to present, there have been eight Oklahoma high school
 students who have lost their lives while playing in an athletic event - one
 of those students was from Dorman's hometown.
 
 Last October, Justin Barney, as student from Rush Springs, died from an
 injury suffered during a collision in a football game. There were no
 doctors, EMTs or athletic trainers present and it took over 20 minutes
 for an ambulance to arrive as Barney quickly fell into a coma.
 
 Dorman said having an athletic trainer or trained medical personnel at
 that game may have not changed the outcome for Justin Barney, but he
 doesn't want to take that chance with any student in the future.
 
 Ron Walker and Dan Newman from the Oklahoma Athletic Trainer's
 Association spoke to lawmakers, stressing the importance and benefit of having  an athletic trainer at every school.
 
 Walker said having onsite medical care would ensure officials make
 return-to-play decisions without a conflict of interest from coaches. The
 medical officials could also provide injury assessment and rehabilitation at a school without the need to miss class or leave campus; and the  officials could help prevent and reduce injuries while improving
 students' on-field performance.
 
 Currently, five Oklahoma colleges offer bachelors' degree in accredited
 athletic training. Upon graduation, graduates must be licensed by the
 state upon passing the Independent National Board Certification
 Examination and must receive 25 hours annually of continuing education.
 
 Dan Dodson, another athletic trainer and CEO of PR2 Systems, also spoke  to the need of having qualified medical personnel in place to
 recognize injuries.
 
 "I am one of the first athletic trainers in the state of Utah. This
 came about as a result of a Graduate Assistant athletic trainer covering
 a state basketball game that prevented an injury from growing
 potentially worse," said Dodson.  "The student who was injured in a basketball  game could have been paralyzed from the fracture he sustained from a  fall during a game if he had been moved.  If it had been up to all  present, referees, fans, other teams' coaches, and state high school  officials, the student would have been taken off the court without proper spine  boarding and head stabilization this would have resulted in permanent  paralysis.  The athletic trainer along with the head coach of the  student did not allow him to be moved and this allowed him to lead a normal life today."
 
 "As a result of this action more attention was placed upon the need for
 qualified medical personnel at sporting events and practices. This
 allowed me to be one of the first full time athletic trainers in the high
 schools in the state of Utah," added Dodson.
 
 Shelley Shelby, from the Oklahoma State School Board Association, said
 it would cost around $17 million to have a trainer in all high schools
 and roughly $26 million for all school sporting functions.
 
 Shelby noted the Oklahoma State Department passed new regulations last
 year requiring Oklahoma coaches to receive an extra 25 hours of
 training on care and prevention of athletic injuries in addition to their
 basic first aid training.
 
 Dr. Brian Coleman, a physician from OU Health Science Center also was
 present to testify on the need for medical personnel at sporting
 functions.
 
 "To ensure proper safety, the right personnel needs to be on hand at
 not only games, but also practices," said Coleman.  "I remember my days
 as a student, we had parents who were also doctors serve in a volunteer
 capacity in small towns.  We were fortunate to have someone there if
 necessary and we need to find ways to have this coverage in all
 communities around the state."
 
 Klayn Hitt, Director of the Grady County 522 District and Jay Mitchell,
 a regional EMS Administrator with the Department of Health, spoke to
 the need of increased ambulance services in the areas of the state that
 are currently lacking proper coverage.  There are currently not enough
 ambulances in the state that could cover all high school football games
 on one Friday night.
 
 Andy Fancher, a student from Eastern Oklahoma State College and an EMT  Basic requested the committee look at placing Automated External
 Defibrillators (AEDs) in all schools around the state.  This legislation was
 proposed by Rep. Wallace Collins, D - Norman in the previous
 legislative session.
 
 "Many great ideas and new information were brought to light in this
 meeting. I am glad to know that our coaches have medical training that
 will hopefully help to reduce sport injuries around the state," said
 Dorman. "I also think having an athletic trainer at every school would be a
 great solution. I know the funding is not there at this time and I do
 not want to push an unfunded mandate upon our local schools in fear it
 will eliminate many of these programs.  I hope to change the law soon
 through a possible tax credit for medical personnel to volunteer at
 school events in a "Good Samaritan" capacity and possibly look at ways the  state can assist with funding a program should the local schools
 initiate proper medical assistance and coverage. This study provided essential  insight and will influence legislative measures that will be filed to
 protect our children when playing sports this next legislative
 session."
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