Dorman Amends Legislation to Create 
Oversight and Innovation in Legislative Service Bureau
 
OKLAHOMA CITY (April 23, 2009) – State Rep. Joe Dorman praised lawmakers for allowing him to amend legislation to create an Office of Accountability, Innovation and Privatization and designating a Joint Committee on Accountability, Innovation and Privatization to oversee its operations.

            “I am pleased that lawmakers allowed me to amend this legislation to allow more input from the minority party,” Dorman, D-Rush Springs said. “I believe that with proper legislative oversight, this Office of Accountability, Innovation and Privatization will help to streamline government services and save Oklahoma taxpayers money.”

            Senate Bill 646 creates an Office of Accountability, Innovation and Privatization with the purpose of performing performance audits, reviewing tax incentives, studying the feasibility of privatizing governmental assets and services and eradicating waste, fraud, abuse and corruption in state government.

            Dorman’s amendments gives the minority leaders of each legislative chamber two appointments to the Joint Committee on Accountability, Innovation and Privatization and limits the House Speaker and Senate Pro Tempore to three instead of five appointments. The amendments also ensure that the state auditor and inspector and not the Office of Accountability, Innovation and Privatization conduct the audits as directed by the committee.

            “Obviously, the minority party will not be given a greater say than the party in the majority,” Dorman said. “But the minority party should certainly have a say. I also feel it would be hypocritical of us to create new bureaucracy in state government when we currently have a statewide elected official who is charged with this task.  I do support bringing more voices to the table about which areas should be audited.”

            Dorman also included language in the bill to require reporting for donations to 527 committees which contribute to political candidates or issues.

            “After what we have seen in recent years about anonymous attacks on elected officials and electoral issues, I feel this donation needs to be disclosed,” said Dorman.  “My amendment will get rid of the air of secrecy and require that full disclosure and accountability occur when it comes to these attacks.”

            Senate Bill 646 returns to the Senate as a “live round” which will allow them to accept the amendments and send the bill directly to the Governor rather than delay action by another month in a conference committee.
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