Deadline Approaching to Enroll Students in State's College Tuition Assistance Program
 

OKLAHOMA CITY - (June 13, 2008) - The deadline for parents to enroll their children into the state's college tuition assistance program is fast approaching, prompting state Rep. Joe Dorman to encourage his constituents to check to see if they are eligible and to fill out an application as soon as possible.
 

The deadline for eighth, ninth and tenth-grade students to enroll in Oklahoma's Promise, formerly known as the Oklahoma Higher Access Learning Program (OHLAP), is June 30.
 

"Oklahoma's Promise has proven to be one of the most popular education initiatives our state has ever undertaken, and I would hate for a deserving family to miss out on the opportunity to save tens of thousands of dollars on their child's college tuition," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs.  "It is vital that parents take action now to check theirs and their children's eligibility for this assistance program and get their kids enrolled before the end of June. This program could literally be the difference between a child's success or failure as an adult - it is that important."
 

The program will pay for a student's education in any state college or university provided the student meets certain financial, educational and character requirements. 
 

To be eligible, a student's family income must be less than $50,000 at the time of enrollment. In addition, each student must enroll in and maintain a 2.5 cumulative GPA in certain courses in high school, maintain a 2.5 cumulative GPA throughout college, attend class regularly and avoid legal trouble. 
 

Students who commit crimes or are suspended from school or college could lose their eligibility.
 

Dorman was the House author of Senate Bill 2164, which would have increased the family income requirement from $50,000 to $75,000. After passing overwhelmingly out of the Senate, the bill was referred to the House Education Committee and never received a hearing.
 

Families interested in learning more about the eligibility requirements of Oklahoma's Promise or downloading an application can visit www.okhighered.org/okpromise/ online or call the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education at 1-800-858-1848.
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