Capitol Experience Awaits Students Through New Office Aide Program

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – High school seniors from House District 65 wanting an insider view of the legislative process can gain it through a new program offered by the office of state Rep. Joe Dorman.

 

"There’s been an increasing amount of requests from high school students seeking Capitol experience this year, so we’re offering an office aide program that will allow more high school seniors to work at the Capitol and see how the legislative process really works," said Dorman, D-Rush Springs. "I think this can be a very rewarding and educational experience."

 

Individuals participating in the program will serve as office aides and shadow Dorman for two days of session activity (Monday and Tuesday) each week.   Participants must be a senior and accompanied by an adult chaperone in the evening or have arrangements to travel home at night. Students will also be responsible for the cost of some meals. 

 

"Representatives are only allowed a few page spots each year, but the requests are so much greater in numbers," said Dorman.  "I wanted to find a way to allow some of these other students to have the chance to experience working at the Capitol and learn."

 

In addition to observing the workings of the Oklahoma House of Representatives, the students will also participate in the House Page Mock Legislature on Tuesday evening. This program was co-founded by Dorman during his service as a member of the House Staff. 

 

"The page program is important to me because that is where I got my first experience with government," said Dorman.  "I paged for Senator Ray Giles and the government bug got me then and there, so I want to give other students that want to learn about their state government that same opportunity."

 

Students interested in the Office Aide program should contact Pam King in Rep. Dorman's office at (405) 557-7305 or at joedorman@okhouse.gov and request paperwork for the position and schedule times when available.
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