October 31, 2011 

    I hope everyone had a great Halloween!  It was a fantastic weekend of activities around the area and it looked like many community groups and churches had programs for the kids. The weather certainly cooperated so it was nice each of the evenings where trick-or-treating occurred.  I had a fundraising golf tournament on Monday and it was a huge success with 21 teams participating.  Even better, the Central High FFA volunteered and received about $800 from donations from the golfers, so many thanks to them for supporting this group.  I’m hoping to include more student groups in this as the tournament is usually in the summer and it is easier for the students to participate.  Money from my tournaments goes to pay for the birthday cards I send out, donations to student groups and expenses from the job.
     I have had a very busy couple of weeks with work events and other activities.  I have taken two groups on tours of the capitol over the past few weeks.  I had the pleasure of teaching parliamentary procedure to the Comanche County 4-H at one of their workshops and I ended up winning People's Choice and Firefighters' Choice in the Chickasha Firefighter Chili Cook-off. I spoke to Leadership Oklahoma at their Durant meeting on tribal/state relations and how compacts work, along with serving as the master of ceremonies for the annual Grady County Democratic Party banquet later that evening.  I also attended an outstanding lunch benefiting the Apache Museum on Sunday.
     In the upcoming week, I'll chaperon a group of students from Chickasha, Elgin, Central High and Norman to the YMCA Youth in Government Southern District Conference on Saturday. If you know of any high school students interested in this program, have them contact my office.  This program is a mock legislature where the students write legislation on an idea they have researched and present it to other students similar to what the legislators do at the Capitol.
     My interim studies have all concluded, but there is still work going on at the Capitol. The Speaker appointed me to serve on several task forces and committees, so this has been keeping me in meetings quite a bit lately. I have enjoyed my work on the task force looking to consolidate licensing of entities into one hub. This also has explored the issue of problems faced by local contractors. I am hoping this group will achieve a workable program to make it easier on many industries.  We have another meeting on this topic coming up this week, so I'm looking forward to seeing what further information might be available.
     There was also a task force which reviewed the sale of wine and strong beer in grocery stores and convenience stores. Both sides of the issue presented, along with advocacy groups addressing issues with alcoholism and access to alcohol by minors. The task force dissolved after two meetings when it became apparent no middle ground could be found by the non-legislative members.  There have been several changes in laws of this subject in recent years, but it will be interesting to see what further modifications might be presented this upcoming session.
     There will be several other meetings which will occur at the Capitol prior to the filing of the legislation for the 2012 legislative session.  The deadline for filing bills for consideration will be on December 9, 2011.  This is the deadline for submitting a topic which will turn into a law change.  For a list of the remaining meetings, please review the list at www.okhouse.gov on the Internet.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol.  If you wish to contact me to discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305.  My email address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking the time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Rep. Joe Dorman with 4-Her's from Comanche County at a parliamentary procedure workshop
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Chickasha firefighter David Brown presenting Rep. Joe Dorman with awards from the Chickasha Firefighter Chili Cook-off

