June 13, 2011

I was pleased to learn this past week that Governor Mary Fallin will be holding a cabinet meeting in my district on Wednesday of this week. The Lawton area is hosting the Oklahoma Chamber or Commerce for their annual meeting where Bill Burgess will be inducted in as the new chairman of their board. Following the State Chamber meeting, Governor Fallin will conduct her cabinet meeting and has invited several area leaders to attend and listen to the discussion. This will be the second visit for Governor Fallin to Fort Sill since she was sworn into office, so I greatly appreciate her remembering our area in southwest Oklahoma .

Tuesday was the final day for submission of interim study requests for the summer. Each Representative is allowed ten submissions and I appreciate those of you who submitted ideas. There is no guarantee these studies will be approved by Speaker Steele, but I certainly think each has significant merit and I hope we have the chance to thoroughly review these issues over the summer in an official capacity. These are the ten studies I have requested:

1. Review the Oklahoma lien laws, along with those in other states, to see if we can improve the system for filing liens and increase fairness; 

2. Analyze storm shelter liability for business entities to see if there are ways to increase the number of shelters in our state (co-sponsoring with Rep. Pat Ownbey);

3. Study methods of dyslexia testing in Oklahoma and review current state school board policies in an attempt to increase testing and awareness;

4. Review current Tax Increment Finance Districts in Oklahoma (as required by law annually) and also study SB 13, which modifies ways TIF’s are created;

5. Consider implementation of storm shelter locations and other disaster-related information on a state website for citizens to access and implement suggestions by the State Chief Information Officer (co-sponsoring with Rep. Jason Murphey;

6. Examine administrative hearing processes by state agencies and consider moving some hearing processes under the Judicial Branch;

7. Investigate the outcome of creating a separate Workers’ Compensation system for public safety employees in high-risk jobs, such as police, fire and emergency management;

8. Conduct an analysis of Area Agencies on Aging and the impact of consolidation of services;

9. Review procedures on municipal DUI’s and possible statewide database for filing information to help cut down on multiple offenses; and

10. Analyze current state fund and bond indebtedness to find ways to lessen current and future obligations by the state of Oklahoma .

I am also co-sponsoring a study with Rep. Charles Key to look at ways to help local areas improve their ISO rating, which would lower insurance rates in the service area of a fire department. This was a request of the State Insurance Commissioner, so I’m very appreciative I was asked to help with this study. I’m certain legislation will result from each of these ideas and especially those requested by other members. To look at the entire list, you should be able to access the information at www.okhouse.gov on the official House website.

On Saturday, there will be a charity concert for Laron Short at Coffee Creek Music Complex in between Rush Springs and Marlow on Highway 81. Laron was a constituent who died in the recent tornado which hit Chickasha . Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for youth and free to those under five. If you are able to attend anytime that evening after 5pm, I’m certain the supporters sponsoring this would greatly appreciate it and the money goes to help with assisting the family. If you cannot attend, you can still donate at www.coffeecreekmusiccomplex.com and make a donation under Paypal. Thanks also to the many who have helped families affected by the storms!

It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Rep. Joe Dorman, Albert Ashwood, Director of the Oklahoma Office of Emergency Management and Gov. Mary Fallin, along with other officials and staff, touring areas of Chickasha affected by the recent tornadoes – photo courtesy of the Chickasha Leader
