December 27, 2011

     I hope everyone had a great Christmas weekend!  I stayed busy by preparing chili for the community Christmas Eve service at my church and then we had a great day on Christmas at my sister's house in Lawton and then spending the evening with friends at their home watching the first game of the season for the OKC Thunder.  I am very much looking forward to the college football bowl games involving our Oklahoma schools as well over the next week.

     I have been busy working with the staff finalizing the language in the legislation which I will author this session.  One of the bills I am working on is eliminating a loophole in the voter identification act we passed into law.  Currently, many forms of government issued identification can be used at the polling places, and it was the intention of the legislature to allow for college identification cards to be allowed.  While it is not completely clear on the allowance of state college identification, private colleges were completely left out of the discussion.  I plan on introducing a bill to allow for these types of I.D. to be used for students when voting.

     Another bill I will be working on is a pilot program for rural schools which do not have a large number of AP classes.  The idea for this bill would be to allow schools to apply for admission to a program and in the junior and senior year of school, allow for certain classes to be taught similar to the method which is used for college students.  The thought for this is to better help students transition into the mindset of doing schoolwork and studying in a similar manner to those in college.  I remember this was one of the toughest changes my freshman year of school, so a gradual change to that process should significantly help reduce college dropout rates.  I worked with some of my local superintendents on this a few years ago and would like to try the bill again since the economy is improving.

     A third bill I am reviewing is to create a similar program for volunteer law enforcement compared to the benefits volunteer firefighters receive for continuing education.  We currently offer tax credits for volunteer firefighters, but nothing is available for reserve officers at the municipal and county levels.  I have the Oklahoma Tax Commission looking at estimates on budget impact and I have asked several law enforcement officers to recommend required levels of training for qualification.  I also want to remind our volunteer firefighters to not forget about applying for the tax credit which the state offers to them when filling out their tax forms this year.

     On a final note, be sure to be safe this New Year’s Eve!  I know it is dangerous on the roads with people who have had too much celebration and sometimes with the weather conditions.  I look forward to seeing you in 2012!

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol.  If you wish to contact me to discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305.  My email address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking the time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

