August 22, 2011

     The school year has started back for almost all our students in the area and with that, the many school activities that soon follow.  I enjoyed some great homemade ice cream at both the Elgin and Central High FFA welcome back to school events.  I am certainly ready for high school sports and I am planning on making it around to all the schools in House District 65 to watch some great games.  I'm also planning a visit to each school to attend classes and visit with the students and staff about what they will be facing with changes to policies due to revisions in the law from this past session.  

     Elgin had a fantastic rodeo last weekend and the turnout was huge for their second year!  We saw many local participants compete and the local fire department did a great job with the concessions and traffic/ticket control.  I want to congratulate all the organizers for pulling off a great event.  We also have the “Mo” Betta Stampede PRCA Rodeo on September 24 and 25 in Anadarko, so contact Rod Smith at Shamrock Bank in Apache for sponsorship details.  This will be the final PRCA event of the season, so it should be a wild time!

     I had the opportunity to tour the OU Cancer Center and visit with former Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins and OU President David Boren while I was there.  The facility has turned into a premier medical center for our region and I expect great things to come for those patients who will be receiving treatment there from all over the state in the years to come.  I also spoke to the Edmond Kiwanis Club about agritourism, the drought we are facing and impact on agricultural prices.  One program they are promoting locally is to provide identification stickers to be placed on baby car seats for identification and medical needs in case of an accident and the adults in the car are incapacitated.  I'm going to find a local group to sponsor these stickers for our area as well, but I wanted to give credit to them for a great idea!

     My interim studies will begin soon, so I wanted to give you a status update.  Four of the eight studies have been scheduled and I'll be highlighting each of those in the coming weeks.  The review of the state ethics laws and federal guidelines will be on September 20; my study of state debt and obligations will be on September 22; the analysis of storm shelter policies (with Representative Pat Ownbey, R-Ardmore) will be on September 27; and the study of ISO Fire Protection Classifications for insurance purposes (with Rep. Charles Key, R-OKC and State Insurance Commissioner John Doak) will be on October 13; and October 27 will be the study where we review policies on testing students for dyslexia and how to possibly tap into federal funds or outside private dollars to increase opportunities to catch this disorder in schools.  I'm still waiting on the committee chairs to schedule the hearings regarding lien laws in Oklahoma, the potential of separating emergency services employees into a separate workers' comp system and local reporting of DUI offenses to better maintain accurate records in case of multiple offenses. The public is invited to each of these studies and feel free to contact my office for further details, such as time and which room they will be held in at the State Capitol.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol.  If you wish to contact me to discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305.  My email address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking the time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

