September 4, 2006

	     
      I hope everyone had a great Labor Day!  It was nice to have the rain and no one really minded walking in the parades as it came down.  I was over in Henrietta Monday for the celebration and enjoyed watching the Elgin band perform there.  This is the largest Labor Day parade in the state and the marching band did an excellent job entertaining the crowd.
 
     Interim studies are about to begin around the Capitol.  My first one will be heard next Tuesday morning and will involve a look at programs offered to veterans regarding Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  This impacts soldiers and used to be referred to as shell shock.  We are looking at the different levels suffered by our troops, percentages affecting returning soldiers and aid offered to them at both the state and federal levels.  Senator Randy Bass has also requested a similar study for the Senate to review.
 
     This past week, it was an honor to be invited to partake in the Living History Day in Fletcher.  Among the various booths teaching old-fashioned ways of living were square dancing, clothes washing and a display of antique tractors put on by the Poor Boys Tractor Club.  There was also a hand-stamped commemorative postmark celebrating the day that students could get on envelopes and the postmark stamp will be preserved in the local museum.  There were over 700 grade school students that visited this event and learned quite a bit about how their ancestors used to live.  It's these events in rural Oklahoma that better teach the kids about life and how things have changed.  Thanks to everyone that put on this very successful event!
 
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.


	


