Open Door Policy - September 25, 2006
	Last week was a fast-paced week for me with the meetings in Washington, D.C.  The week started out with briefings on federal legislation and potential new laws that could be passed before the election cycle.  There are several funding bills currently being debated, but little has been done to this point in regards to a set compromise between the two legislative bodies and the White House.  The State Chamber of Commerce also held a reception for all the Oklahomans that work in D.C. to get to know the staff members better.
 
     On Wednesday, I had the chance to attend the American Cancer Society Celebration on the Hill.  This was an event similar to a Relay for Life that promoted federal funding to find a cure for cancer.  Over 10,000 volunteers from around the country attended this event and many Oklahomans were present to lobby the federal legislators.  This was an incredible experience and many of us spoke on how cancer has personally impacted our lives.
 
     Later that day, I attended briefings set up by the State Fire Marshall to bring the delegation of fire chiefs, law enforcement and elected officials up to speed on new FEMA regulations and Homeland Security issues and grants.  The delegation also had individual meetings with each Congressman to discuss mandates and new regulations.  The week was non-stop, but it worked out perfectly to have all those meetings back to back.
 
     Last week, I also had a typo in my column.  I told everyone about Cyril's Centennial, but it was actually Homecoming.  The Centennial is next year, so you now have one year's advance notice.  Sorry if there was any confusion.
 
     I've received several calls regarding the burn ban and potential lift.  The Governor's office has declared that individuals can apply for temporary exemptions to do controlled burns.  If you would like to inquire about this, you can call the Forestry Division at the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture at 405-522-6158.
 
     Also regarding Governor Henry, he will be visiting our area on Monday for his Southwest tour of Oklahoma.  He will be in Chickasha in the morning, Duncan around lunch time and Lawton in the afternoon.  I do not have the details as of yet for specific stops and times, but check the daily papers for more information.
 
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.


	
Pictured with members of the Oklahoma delegation for the American Cancer Society Celebration on the Hill 2006 are Senator Don Barrington, Representative Joe Dorman and Senator Kenneth Corn.  This event was held on the Capitol Mall in Washington, D.C. to raise awareness for cancer research
 

 


