September 10, 2007
 

     The past two weeks have been pretty busy around the district and at the Capitol.  First off, I hope everyone had a great Labor Day weekend.  The weather turned out nice for most of it and it allowed Fletcher to have a great fair this year.  It was good to see Joel Ambrose, one of the many local musicians we have from our area, get a chance to play for his hometown crowd.  The tractor pull and living history day also went off very well.  The Poor Boys Tractor Club and the Whitfield Family put a lot of work into this effort and it certainly paid off this year with all the kids that visited.  A special thanks goes out to them.
 

     I've had the chance to visit with several local groups recently about upcoming events and also about the past session.  The Lawton AMBUCS invited me over to speak about the current environment of the legislature and it was good to be back with them.  I also had the chance to visit with the Grady County Retired Teachers Association this past Monday.  We spoke about the bipartisan plan Rep. Tad Jones and I have been pushing to fund the retirement system and bring it better solvency.  That will be another issue I fight for this session.   
  

     I have a meeting scheduled in two weeks to visit with FEMA administrators in Washington ,  D.C.   I am going to voice concerns about our recent flooding and the need for swift funding and assistance.  The trip was scheduled to allow fire chiefs and leaders to promote Oklahoma  and learn more about federal assistance programs.  I intend to use this forum to advance our current needs.  I'm also hoping we can encourage grants to local authorities to allow for buy outs in flooded areas to help landowners move away for high risk areas created by the floods.
 

     Please keep several people in your prayers this week.  My brother-in-law, Eddie Coast , had to be checked in the hospital last week for tests.  He is doing much better, but he still needs to slow down some.  One of my best friends, Dusty Langham, had gall bladder surgery on Friday and is at home recovering.  Brandi (Gibson) Trogdon, originally of Cyril, gave birth to a healthy baby boy and is doing fine.  

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

