October 11, 2007
The past couple of weeks have been busy as multiple things have been going on around the district.  Elgin hosted their annual FFA labor sale which drew a great attendance.  They also had a great homecoming parade for the students and several local clubs and businesses participated to make it a great event. 
  

     I've had the opportunity to speak to several schools and student groups also over the last two weeks.  Ninnekah hosted Constitution Day, where I was able to spend the entire day visiting with students and faculty about upcoming issues and the importance of our Constitution.  I also had the chance to visit with several teachers and staff from Fletcher in regards to our education interim studies revolving around school issues.  Two other groups I was allowed to visit with were the OSU Student Government Association and a class at OCU.  I found out one of our local students, Tell Judkins, is working on putting together a concert in Stillwater to replace Orange Peel since it won't be happening this year.  Good luck to those efforts!
 

    This upcoming week I have a fundraiser for the State 4-H Foundation, a breakfast with OKC business leaders which I'm attending with the Lieutenant Governor, the Comanche County Retired Educators Legislative Rally, and several interim studies at the Capitol.
 

     On Friday, I'm having arthroscopic knee surgery as a result of some old sports injuries and just wear and tear on the knee.  I should be fine, but the doctor has said I could be on crutches anywhere from 1 to 8 weeks.  Please keep me in your prayers and I hope to be up and around seeing everyone again soon.
 

     Two other things I want to mention are of a sad nature.  In Merritsburg , MD this past weekend, the Fallen Firefighter Memorial added the name of another Oklahoman.  Destry Horton, a  Chickasha firefighter that I grew up with was added to the plaque at the memorial.  President Bush paid tribute to him and other firefighters around the nation for giving the ultimate sacrifice.  I visited the memorial two weeks ago and it is a solemn place where you can see how many have given their lives. 
 

     I also attended the funeral services of Clint McCarter, a teacher originally from the Marlow area that is my age.  I serve in the legislature with his father, Ray McCarter.  Clint died in a car crash a week ago.  He was a great young man that impacted the lives of many youths from our area as a teacher/coach and an overall great person that cared about his student as you could have seen from the turnout.  Please keep his family in your prayers.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

