	October 9, 2006  

     Congratulations to the Sterling Lady Tigers for winning state in softball this past weekend!  They defeated Depew in extra innings to take state after several years in a row of making it to the tournament.  It was great to finally see them make it all the way and take home the trophy.  Elgin and Fort Cobb-Broxton also made it to the state tournament and had very opponents and put up valiant efforts.  All three teams are to be commended for their hard work and for even making it to the final tournament.
 
     This past weekend also saw the annual memorial service to recognize fallen and deceased firefighters.  This event, held at the firefighters' museum in Oklahoma City, was an event I was glad I had the opportunity to attend.  Firefighters and their families from all over the state came together to remember loved ones and pay their final respects.  I was honored to be invited this year by the Chickasha Fire Department.
 
     I also had the chance to pay visits to two local schools this past week.  Elgin and Friend Schools both welcomed me in for visits and allowed me to discuss voter involvement in the process and how state government works.  I also spoke about how the students are affected by legislation directed at their age group.  I hope the students came away with the realization that they can make a difference on how government is run and help to improve it.
 
     As you can see, many of the activities I participate in are to encourage younger Oklahomans to learn more about government.  I was sickened to see the events brought to light in DC this past week.  As a former staff member that worked with the State House Page Program, I was disgusted to hear about Congressman Foley's actions.  His removal from office should only be the beginning of his punishment.  Anyone that commits such actions deserves to receive the worst punishment distributed by our judicial system.
 
      At our state capitol, we take every precaution possible on both sides to make this a safe environment for the students.  Any improper action that a page in the State House chose often led to them being sent home early from the Capitol so as not to be a bad influence on the others.  Legislators in the State House are not allowed to leave the building with a page unless written authorization is given by the parents and that is only over the lunch period and it is usually with a group of legislators and pages together.  If I have a page attend session from my district, I want them protected by every means possible and I want the parents to feel safe that their children are watched under close scrutiny.
 
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.


