October 30, 2007
 This past week was pretty busy around the district as several events were going on. We had Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins visit the health fair set up in Rush Springs on Thursday. This was the first time this fair occurred and it was a huge success and will certainly be happening again next year. We also had the business after hours in Chickasha, the Grady County Democratic Party fundraiser, the Cement FFA calf fry, the Ninnekah Halloween Carnival, the Sterling Halloween Carnival, the Chickasha Firefighters Chili Cook-off, the BAE Open House in Elgin and the American Farmers and Ranchers meeting/banquet in Grady County. We also had several interim studies at the State Capitol and a briefing on the status of the Oklahoma National Guard presented by General Bud Wyatt.
 
      This week, the bulk of the legislation passed at the Capitol will go into effect. Of the 200 or so bills that passed, roughly 150 of those will become law on November 1st. The Governor will also be doing an honorary bill signing on November 27th for several of these bills. I'll speak more to those and other bills in the next couple of weeks in this column.
 I will be presenting checks to the volunteer fire departments this Friday over in Caddo County. We did the check presentations for Grady County earlier this week. Each department will receive about $5,100 for operational expenses. These funds, along with local fundraisers and grants that each department individually applies for keep the doors open. Please take the time to attend their fundraisers as they desperately need the assistance to run a safe operation. This also assists with acquiring equipment for the department, which leads to a better ISO rating, which in turn will lower your homeowners insurance.
 
      This upcoming week, I'll be speaking to students at Elgin High School about government (spoken to several of the schools already, but trying to get the rest of them finished before the end of the year). I'll also be attending the groundbreaking for the new Emergency Management Building at Great Plains Career Tech in Lawton. This facility will allow for enhanced training for our volunteer firefighters and allow them to remain close to home for these classes they are required to attend. One final event I would encourage people to attend is the Fletcher United Methodist Church Bazaar on Friday from 11 to 1 PM. 
 
      Finally, please keep Justin Barney of Rush Springs and John Harmon of Chickasha and their families in their prayers. Both of these students from our area were injured in accidents last week and both remain in the hospital in serious condition at the time I wrote this column.
 
      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

