October 23, 2007
I'll start off with an update on my knee.  It is doing much better and I'm off my crutches.  I'm using a cane to get around still mainly to keep balance and take some pressure off my knee.  I have my first official doctor appointment this week, so I expect to get the stitches out and hopefully get a great report.  I will be doing physical therapy three times a week for the rest of the year.  Thank you for keeping me in your thoughts and prayers!

     The interim studies continue at the Capitol and around the state.  This week, we held studies regarding education at Dibble and studies involving wildlife issues at Medicine Park.  This was to allow persons not able to get to Oklahoma City the opportunity to attend and listen in on some of these discussions.

     This week, I had a chance to visit with a group of osteopathic doctors in Lawton, school board members from our area at their annual meeting, teachers in Sterling and attend the Cotton Electric Coop annual meeting just to name a few.  It's good to be up and around again seeing people after being laid up for a week.

     I will be reviewing Tax Increment Financing Districts with the Revenue & Taxation Committee on November 1st at the Capitol should anyone want to attend.  This issue is of interest because of the growing number of these districts around the state.  TIF Districts allow for monies collected through property taxes to be frozen for businesses as far as government receipts for a period of time.  This is used to encourage economic development in blighted growth areas or in regions that need upgrading because of age.  They are a useful tool, but have to be implemented responsibly or they will hurt other entities that need the tax dollars for survival, such as schools, libraries, cities and counties.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

