November 6, 2007
  This was a sad week at home as Justin Barney, the student from Rush Springs injured in a football game, passed away last Friday.  His services will be held in Rush Springs on Wednesday at the school gymnasium.  We have also had several students injured around our area recently, so please keep all the families in your prayers.  I have been visiting with the families and state officials about ways to increase health care providers at football games for injuries such as broken bones and concussions.
 

     There have been several studies going on around the Capitol.  We began reviews on Tax Increment Finance Districts around the state.  These TIF districts are used as economic tools to assist new business develop in communities.  Currently, cities and counties can form TIF's to freeze property taxes at the current level for local entities within that designated zone.  They will use the money above that amount collected to pay off bonds or fund development for entities located in that area.  All taxing entities, such as the cities and counties, schools, libraries and ambulance services, will have to operate at the set property tax amount for the designated period of time.  Concerns have been brought to light about some entities creating TIF's when there is no need for a  twenty-five year time frame or the legislative definition for these districts does not apply.  Most TIF's are used properly and we are looking at adjusting the law to set better parameters for the review boards, collection of information by the state and trying to make sure fairness is established for all affected entities.
 

     I had the chance to speak to students at Elgin High School on Monday.  There were many good questions about government operations and I enjoy these discussions where the students can learn about the issues.  I also had the opportunity to visit with local fire departments and school superintendents in Caddo County on Friday, as well as attend the Fletcher United Methodist Church Bazaar. 
 

     This week, I am attending a fundraiser for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, a fundraiser for a 4-H organization and Lieutenant Governor Askins and I will be recognizing several hospices from Southwest Oklahoma as that it has been designated Hospice Awareness Month here in Oklahoma.
 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

     

