November 27, 2007
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving!  I had the chance to spend the weekend with friends and catch up.  I have a good friend in from Pennsylvania and she invited me to Thanksgiving dinner with her and her family.  On Friday, I had the chance to have lunch with Ada Mae English, her son Bill and her granddaughter Katherine.  I enjoyed both of these visits and hope you had the same chance to see friends and family.  We also celebrated my dad's 81st birthday this past weekend, so it was a great weekend for everyone in the family.
 

     I'm also thankful for the great season the Rush Springs Redskins put together in football.  It was a disappointing loss on Friday, but the team played well despite having several disadvantages in the game.  We had a fantastic turnout from the fans up in Hominy and I'm proud of my hometown for the support they showed to the guys.
 

     I have been working on legislation with Representative Wallace Collins of Norman in regards to the use of ignition interlock devices following the first offense for driving under the influence.  I appreciate the emails I have received from students and teachers from around the district in support of this idea.  This bill is a follow-up to the interim study I requested earlier this summer to show the need to allow people the opportunity to drive in regards to retaining their jobs.  This device ensures that a person will not be under the influence while behind the wheel.  These devices also work as a preventative measure as that a friend of mine is putting one of these on her son's car before he goes to college.
 

     I had the chance to visit with students at Fletcher High School earlier this week.  They asked some great questions in regards to our system of government.  I was impressed with their attentiveness and the suggestions they brought up.  They agreed that we need to think outside the box to come up with ideas to move Oklahoma forward into the next century.  We discussed everything from the plans for a possible extended school year to immigration reforms and changes to the currently state law.  I will be visiting Friend School later this week also.
 

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

     

