Open Door Policy; May 30, 2006

As we honored our fallen soldiers with Memorial Day this past Monday, I had the opportunity to attend several events.  The services conducted at Elgin and Fort Sill were done in a moving way to honor those that have given their lives so that we may enjoy freedom.   I also enjoyed spending time visiting with Congressman Cole and several of the other elected officials during these events as well to catch up on issues affecting our communities.  

     The session for 2006 has concluded except for the remaining budget bills, which will include tax cuts and pay raises for various state employees and teachers.  The numbers are still being negotiated by the leadership of both legislative bodies and Governor Henry, so this will hopefully be concluded soon.  The legislators will likely be called back when the agreement is reached and we will be there for only a couple of days to debate points and vote on the final version of the bill.

     I had a very successful session in seeing efforts to assist our communities go through or remain at the forefront of discussions.  For the Apache area, we saw the hunting permits cleaned up to include local sales.  Efforts are continuing to provide funding for the industrial access in Ninnekah and the money should be available once the budget is completed.  Further negotiations have continued with the School Land Commission for the purchase of lands to build an industrial park in Elgin.  This should hopefully be concluded soon as final numbers are negotiated for the sale of the land.  

    This is the time of year when legislators transition from work at the Capitol to district work in assisting our constituents.  I will still work out of my office in OKC a couple of days each week, but I look forward to being around home more this summer.  My summer assistant will be Kelly Kipgen and she can be reached at my contact information below.     

     In the upcoming weeks, I will attempt to summarize bills that the Governor will sign into law.  There were several that will affect our area and I will try to provide updates on when they will go into effect and how each will affect your daily lives.

It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.

