Open Door Policy; May 23, 2006

The legislature is in the final week of the session for the year, but very little has been accomplished regarding the state budget.  The proposal for pay raises for state employees and teachers has been attached to various tax cuts with little agreement on the final numbers.  The main setback has been the unwillingness of the Speaker of the House to compromise on these numbers.  Speaker Todd Hiett has gone into meetings and presented his plan, but has been unflinching in his stance to allow for adjustments in the numbers and negotiations.

     If the legislature cannot agree on numbers, it is likely we will return in a special session during the middle of June.  Many of us have encouraged the Speaker to come to the table and negotiate, but this has fallen on deaf ears.  Each of the sub-committees has had nothing to discuss since there are no numbers between the House and Senate leadership.

     There are several bills that have not been heard yet this session.  In normal years, the legislature would be working at a frantic pace the last three weeks to finish up legislation, but this year, we have only heard very few bills in the remaining days.  This means that many of the substantive bills needed this session will not be heard unless the Governor expands his call for a special session.  

     I am disappointed in the attitude this session by the House leadership.  This is one of the worst years I can remember as far as lobbyist influence, partisan bickering and an unwillingness to negotiate numbers to reach an agreement that will move Oklahoma forward.  I'm hoping that there will be a change sometime before Friday and I want you to know that I'm working to help get something accomplished before our deadline.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. I can be reached locally at (580) 476-2626, my e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.

