May 19, 2008
     It is the final week of the legislative session.  We had the chance to get HB 1519 signed out of committee in the House and it is awaiting a hearing in the Senate.  This is the bill that would direct reimbursement to the various entities qualifying for matching funds through FEMA.  If signed out of both conference committees, then there will be a vote in both bodies.  There are also other bills that are awaiting hearings, but the session is scheduled to end this Friday.  It will be tough to get some of these bills heard prior to the last day due to the limited time left. 

     It was a great week last week as we had a special opportunity at the State Capitol.  Eight American Indian original enrollees were recognized by Governor Brad Henry, the leaders of the different tribal governments and the Oklahoma House of Representatives.  They are the only living enrollees that could be located and identified. 

The recipients of this award and honor were:

Martha Berryhill                          Age 107          Muscogee Creek Nation

Eva Cheek Gilbert                     Age 105          Cherokee Nation

Dorothy Arnote West                 Age 105          Choctaw Nation

Daisy Hawley Blackbird            Age 105          Chickasaw Nation

Georgia Mae Roebuck Self      Age 103          Choctaw Nation

Irene Exodus Roberts Mills       Age 103          Choctaw Nation

Asa Glenn Purcell                      Age 102          Cherokee Nation

Ruby Lee Trammell Brewer      Age 102          Choctaw Nation

     As original signees of the Dawes Roll, each member was allotted 160 acres of land under the Dawes Act.  This land was assigned within the territories of their tribe in Indian Territory .  State Representative Jerry McPeak , D- Warner, was the organizer of this event.  It was even more special for me that Ruby Brewer, a resident of Rush Springs, was included in this group.  Ruby is a longtime friend of my family and I was very happy to see her visit the Capitol and to see her doing so well. 

     Congratulations again to all the various graduates out there!  I especially want to congratulate Jacob Rennaker, a young man that I attends my church, on his graduation.  Jacob is a hard-working young man and has a great future ahead of him.  I also want to congratulate Morgan Sheive, Sarah Mindemann, Chloe Huitt, Katie Smith, Justin Miller, Lance Hill and Casey Brooks, as they all worked for me this session at the Capitol and graduated this year.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My home number for work is 1-580-476-2626.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.


