May 12, 2009
     We had some great news as the end of session approaches for Oklahoma .  An agreement on tort reform has been reached.  Details of the bill include realistic caps of $400,000 on non-economic caps with exceptions for severe and permanent injuries which would allow the cap to be lifted.  This was the situation my father faced years ago and was a major point of contention on my views.  There is also an agreement on class action lawsuits which would not hurt our mineral owners from around Oklahoma from the dangerous opt-in portion in the original bill.  I am pleased with all the legislators, both Democrat and Republican alike, along with Governor Henry’s liaisons that helped craft this with members of the industries involved.
     We are getting closer to a budget agreement and the Appropriations Chair has told me several provisions will be included in the compromise which I have worked to get included, especially fire protection funding and bonding money for local schools affected by BRAC growth.  The target date for adjournment is still May 22, so I hope the meetings will continue uninterrupted and we will have something workable.  I also hope members will be able to hold harmless some agencies which need funding to continue their services, while we are able to make cuts in others where we see duplication and ineffective programs.
     I was honored to have students visit from Lawton Christian School last week as a tour that was donated to Comanche Memorial Hospital for an auction.  The students toured the Oklahoma History Center , the Oklahoma State Capitol and met with myself, Senator Randy Bass and Chief Justice James Edmondson.  Thank you to Richard Allen from Lawton for purchasing this for the students.
     Congratulations are to be extended to all the local FFA students for their scholarship awards and their graduation.  Galen Glover of Elgin graduated from OSU, along with my former intern, Austin Linton.  Three other interns, Jessica Speegle graduated from Southwestern Oklahoma State University , Rolla Abdeljawad graduated from Oklahoma State University and Lindsey Allen received her diploma from Oklahoma City University .  
     Congratulations also need to be given to Gil and Sarah Ambrose, as they were married on Saturday night.  I attended and it was a great evening at the Ambrose home in Elgin .  Gil’s father, Kevin did not even complain about having to wear a tuxedo.  Kevin owns Ambrose Style Shop and he and Debbie did a great job making sure the day was special for Gil and Sarah.
     The Elgin firefighters pulled off another great Crawds ‘n Rods on Saturday.  It was well attended and they raised quite a bit for relief efforts.  Even though we fund departments through annual grants at the state level, no permanent funding is guaranteed by state law.  Most local departments survive on funding gathered through efforts such as this.  I would like to see a permanent funding stream granted to departments similar to what we see in other states.  Also on that note, I want to extend an invitation on June 20 to the home of Roy Dorman east of Rush Springs for a trail ride starting at 10 am.  Entertainment and lunch will be provided and all proceeds go to the Rush Springs Fire Department.  For more information, contact Lori Dorman at First National Bank & Trust at (580) 476-3255.
     We are starting the process for requesting interim studies for the summer.  We have been limited to ten studies by the leadership, so if you have something which the legislature should review, please contact me and give me suggestions.  I will submit ten ideas, mostly from bills which I filed and did not receive a hearing, but I am open to replacing some of those with ideas which might make good laws.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

